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c |
A : Acfmlmstrators
Rapresenta_tiveStévé Wieckert ... ... o . April 4,2006

Chair-Commitiee on Housing |
Room 16 West :
Staté Capitol

PO Box 8953

Madzson WI 53708

_ Rf: O;:aposmon w0 AB 929 (comp&mon bil} SB 505) -

Dear Representanve W;eckert

E am wntmg on behaif of the WlSCOHSHl County Code Administrators (‘WCCA} WCCA i an associaﬂon
of county planning, zoning and sanitary code officials throughout the Statf: of Wisconsin who administer
{and use and env;ronmenia] health reguiahons

WCCA_ is strong]y opposed to Assembly Bill 929 and its companion bill, Senate Bill 505..

This proposed bill undermines the state’s uniform dweiling code by creating an exemption based on
religious affiliation. This is not only a potential public safety issue as it would cause dwellings to be
eventually marketed without meeting basic construction codes but it aiso creates an exemptmn for a class
~oof mcfwiduais lhat i8 essenttaily mdeﬁnable SR :

Pfea% enter ﬂ’u‘; as pubi;c teqnmon) agam‘it Asqembly Bﬂi 929 a;nd its comgam&n Senate BIH 5{}5
Sincerely,

_ Scott A, God&ey

Second Vice-President, Wisconsin County Code Admimstraters
fowa County Planning Director

222 N. Towa Street

Dodgeville, WI 53533

608-935-039%

Cer WCCA Executive Board
Wisconsin Counties Association
file
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Testimony of State Senator Ron Brown
Senate Bill 505 - Providing an exemption from one-and 2-family dwelling code
for members of a bona fide religious denomination

Chairman Wieckert and Committee members, thank you for hearing Senate Bill (SB) 505, which
would grant an exemption from the one-and two-family dwelling code for members of religious
denominations that prohibit the use of certain tools, devices or designs that are necessary to comply
w1th the code and who find the inspection an intrusion of their religious beliefs.

I draﬁed thls b111 at the reqnest of my consmtuent M. Harvey Kurtz, who isa member of an Old
Order Amish community in Augusta, Wisconsin. Members of the community were making an
addition to a home, when they received a letter informing them that an mspectlon was requn‘ed by
state law. Members of the Old Order Amish view this inspection as an invasion of their privacy
and against the teachings of their religion.

Several types of exemptions have been made in the past for the Amish. In 1972, the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled in Wisconsin vs. Yoder, that it was unconstitutional to force Amish into high school.
There are also precedents regarding exemptions to Wisconsin building codes, as was the case ina
1993 exemption, offered by Senator Dave Zien, which exempted rural school buildings from
health and safety laws and regulatwns

SB 5()5 wouid prowde an exemptlon from the One-and two—famﬂy dweiimg code if:
1. The home is located in a city, town, or village with a population of 2,500 or less; and
2. The home is constructed or added to by its owner without the use of contractors; and
3. The owner is a member of a religious denomination that prohibits the use of certain
tools or devices necessary to comply with the code.

In addition, the bill requires a notification to be filed with the Register of Deeds, stating that the
home was not inspected for UDC compliance, thereby informing any future buyer that the home is
not up to code. This section was added to ensure consumer protection and full disclosure for any
future buyers looking to purchase an exempted home.

I ask that you support passage of SB 505 and allow Old Order Amish to live in accordance with
their religious beliefs. The Amish are devoted to their faith, family and community. These are
three things worth protecting, Thank you for your consideration of this bill.
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